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On December 9, 2024, Gender Sensitization (GenSen) Cell and LUDebSoc, the English debating society of 

the University of Lucknow organised an Asian Parliamentary Debate at the Auditorium, Department of 

Psychology, University of Lucknow. The debate focused on the topic: "The House Opposes the notion that 

the concept of gender equality is more idealistic than pragmatic." The event was conducted under the guidance 

of Prof. Roli Misra, Convenor, Gender Sensitization Cell. The panel of judges included Dr Archana Shukla, 

Head Department of Psychology, members of GenSen Cell, Dr Tanuka Chatterjee from Department of English 

and Modern European Languages and Dr Dinesh Yadav from Department of Economics. 

The Proposition Team consisted of Ashok Bhaskar Srivastava (Prime Minister), Akanksha Singh (Deputy 

Prime Minister), and Avram (Government Whip), while the Opposition Team was represented by Dorcas 



Tembo Sambo (Leader of Opposition), Shrishti (Deputy Leader of Opposition), and Shumaila Khan 

(Opposition Whip). It was argued that the government is making efforts to foster gender equality through 

various programmes and schemes to which the opposition intercepted by saying what about domestic violence 

and sexual assault? Example of few Nordic countries like Sweden and Finland was given in which gender-

neutral policies have been adopted and hence the notion of Gender equality is very much realistic and can be 

replicated in our country also. However, Dorcas Tembo Sambo from Angola, Africa argued that where is the 

equality when there are cultural differences and where social norms are imposed?  After an exceptional display 

of arguments, opinions, and coherence, the Opposition team emerged victorious, with Shumaila Khan being 

awarded the Best Speaker of the debate. The efficient organisation by the Organizing Committee members- 

Anshika Singh, Mohd. Uzair Khan, and Isha Anand Bajpai and exceptional anchoring by Atulit and Ibaad 

ensured a smooth and disciplined execution of this highly successful event. Dr. Tanuka Chatterjee expressed 

her views on how to reduce Gender Discrimination, break the stereotypes and the role of the Gender 

Sensitization Cell in the campus. The Gender Sensitization Cell which was formed by Honorable Vice 

Chancellor Prof. Alok Kumar Rai in 2020, is committed to ensure that Gender Equality prevails in the campus 

and future collaborative events with student unit LUDebSoc are expected in future to provide a platform for 

passionate debaters on Gender issues. 
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