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News Clips

Take pride in being LU students: Distingui

T Correspondent

hindu ves.com

CKNOW: The iconic Malviya
all of Lucknow University
everberated with loud cheer
om the audience when some of
he distinguished past pupils
yere felicitated by their alma
hater on its 103rd Foundation
ay. Nostalgia overflowed as the
ast pupils recalled their fond
remories of the campus.

Union minister of state for
jucation Annapurna Devi, who
yas the chief guest, feted a select
roup of distinguished alumni.

An emotior
e: Justice AR Masoodi

Justice AR Masoodi, senior
dge, Lucknow Bench of Allaha-
iad high court, did LLB from
ucknow University in 1988. “1
ame to LU from Kashmir after
hy application was rejected by
e J&K university. I went to Ali-
arh Muslim University but it
bas too late. Then someone told
he to apply for admission in LU.
was lucky to get admission
jere,” he said. I shared the hos-
bl room with a friend. The cash-
1 office was the spot for student
aders to address larger student
oups. It is quite an emotional
oment for me to be here.. Stu
>nt union elections are a must,”

e told the media

Developed a ‘chemistry”
with a girl, got married:
Dr Ashwani Kumar Singh

r Singh, senior principal scien-
st, Abbvie Pharmaceuticals,
ake County, Chicago, USA said,
I did B.Sc in 1982 and M Sc in
themistry in 1984. During my
tudent life I developed chemis-
v with a girl and later married
jer. 1 had no idea what to do in
fe. Later I pursued my career in

ISA. Our campus life was full of

cedom. My advice to students
to remain focused,” he told
eSS,

‘Rocket woman': Team
work is important

ften described as India’s very
wn ‘rocket woman’, Lucknow-
»rn Ritu Karidhal was one of
he lead scientists at Indian
pace Research Organisation
ISRO) that carried out third
nar exploration mission,
handrayaan-2 which was
unched from the Satish
hawan Space Centre at Sribari-

B S A —

|

(L-R) Journalist Prateek Trivedi, Justice AR Masoodi, ‘Rocket woman” Ritu Karidhal, LU VC Prof AK

¥ minister
Kumar Singh

Students performing during Foundation I

U Pro-VC Arvind Awasth

y ceremony.
DEEPAK GUPTA/HT PHOTO

LUCKNOW UNIV U.P!S FIRST A++ VARSITY
LUCKNOW : The university that began in 1920 with a handful of
students and just a few departments, now has nearly 50
departments and about 17 institutes with affiliations to more than
550 colleges in Lucknow, Hardoi, Rae Bareli, Lakhimpur Kheri and
Sitapur. It has close to 4 lakh students. “The Lucknow University (LU)
secured A++ grading by the National Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) in July 2022. With this, the century-old university
became the first state university from Uttar Pradesh to get A++
which is the top rating any higher education institution in the
country can get,” said vice chancellor Prof AK Rai HTC

kota. Failure of Chandrayaan 2
helped the team to succeed with
Chandrayaan 3.

“With Chandrayaan-3, we
decided to land the Vikram
Lander in South Pole of moon.
The terrain was difficult as it was
rough. The shadow was long. We
as a team took up the challenge
and succeeded,” she said

An alumnus of Lucknow Uni-
versity, she was mission director
coordinating the injection of
Chandrayaan-2. “I did my post-
graduation from LU’s physics
department in 1996. It is always
nice to come back to the univer-
sity and interact with students
and teachers,” said Karidhal

‘I am very grateful to LU that
laid a strong foundation for me.
During my student life here, 1
appeared for the ISRO interview
and cleared it,” said Karidhal.
She remembered Prof Manisha
Gupta under whom she was

enrolled for PhD. She even
taught in the department as part-
time teacher like many other
PhD scholars. Karidhal said,
“The lessons learnt during my
time here helped me enter the
vast universe of ISRO. At ISRO,
we are asked to look for solu-
tions to critical problems and
complete the task at hand.”

This institution is like
a temple: Mukesh

Mukesh Kumar Shukla, char-
tered accountant, Lucknow, who
did B Com in 1990 and M Com in
1992, said, “This university is just
like a temple to me. I came from
Sitapur. Teachers and seniors
who taught and guided me were
great. My room partner in the
hostel was a pillar of strength.
LU taught me how to lead life,”
he recalled.

“There was no social media

Nepal MP F
know University on S

nesh Lekhakh, Dr Ashwani
DEEPAK GUPTA/HT PHOTO

but seniors were like elder
brothers. It's time to pay backto
my alma mater. I will be very
happy to contribute for this uni-
versity. I have to pay my debt to
the university,” he said.

Love from Nepal

Nepal MP Ramesh Lekhakh did
his LLB in 1983- 1989. He lived at
Acharya Narendra Dev Hostel
room number 59. “I visited AND
Hostel and was happy to see a
number of international stu
dents from different countries.
Recently LU VC Prof AK Rai
visited Nepal and we met. LU Isa
centre of culture that saw a con-
fluence of Hindi and Urdu,” he
said. “I left Nepal to pursue
higher studies in India. LU was a
good institution and 1 took
admission here. My advice to
present students is to take pride
of studying here. Whatever 1
have achieved in Nepal is
through whatl learnt in LU.”

Gyanendra Pratap Singh,
director general of police, Assam
who did his B.Sc in 1986 and M
Sc in Geology in 1988 was also on
the felicitation list but could not
turn up for the event

Getting hostel room was
tough: Journalist Prateek

Prateek Trivedi, news anchor
and journalist spent nearly 10
years at LU. He did his gradua
tion, post-graduation and then
MJIMC in 1991. “Those days get
ting a hostel room was tough
and getting food in the even
tougher. Student union elections
were fun. I was good at drama
and there were multiple clubs
that helped the cause,” he said.

Prateek urged the vice chan-
cellor to organize a literature fes-
tival on the campus.

hed alumni

NEP-2020 AIMS TO
HELP YOUTHS
LEARN ABOUT
INDIA'S CULTURE:
UNION MINISTER

LUCKNOW : Union minister
state for education Annapurns
Devi on Saturday said that the
National Education Policy
(NEP)- 2020 aims to help India’s
youths learn about country’s
rich culture and traditions
alongside artificial intelli

and information technology

She expressed these views
while speaking at the 103rd foun
dation day of the Lucknow Uni-
versity (LU). She praised LU for
being the first university in the
country to implement NEP-2020
both in letter and spirit. She also
congratulated it for being the
first university in the country to
get A++ rating by NAAC.

The minister appealed to all
students to carry out their aca-
demics with dedication and con-
tribute towards national devel-
opment. She asked teachers to
discharge their responsibilities
with dedication. “NEP lays a lot
of emphasis on imparting indig-
enous education. Students who
are not fluent in English are ben
efitting from it,” she added

“Vocational education is
another area that has been cov-
ered through the NEP-2020." the
minister said. She observed that
the implementation of NEP 2020
since its launch had seen many
initiatives being unrolled to
achieve the objectives of access,
equity, inclusivity and quality as
laid down under the policy

“From special efforts to track
out of school children and bring
them back into the mainstream
to introduction of multiple entry
and exit in higher education,
many transformative steps
helped students,” she said. On
the occasion, the minister
launched a coffee table book that
chronicles the university’s his-
tory, illustrious alumni, aca-
demic achievements and the
vibrant tapestry of campus life

The book includes the histori-

I evolution of the university, its

igins and growth over the dec-
ades, as it transformed from a
modest institution into a world-
renowned centre of leaming and
research. Vice chancellor Prof
Alok Kumar Rai thanked the
minister for felicitating alumni
at the foundation day event. HIC
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Alumni share memories,
say LU shaped their lives

Ex-Students Shower Praise On
103rd Foundratiop Day Of Univ

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Lucknow Univer-
sity alumni went down me
mory lane during 103rd Foun
dation Day celebrations held
at the campus on Saturday.
Justice A R Masoodi (se
nior judge) Lucknow bench
of Allahabad high court, who
did LLB from LU in 1998, said:
“I belong to a very backward
village in Kupwara, Jammu
and Kashmir where I was the
first high school pass. I comp-
leted my BSc from Srinagar
but could not getadmissionto
MSc in my state.” He said,
“My mother gave me Rs 960
that she had saved and asked
metotry foradmissioninany

university in the country. Ire-
ached Aligarh Muslim Uni
versity but was late and the
.'Hl[”]\\ll)“ process was over.
People there suggested I try
for LU asitsacademicsession
ran late. This came as a bles-
sing for me as I got admission
here. I am grateful that when
somany universitiesrejected
me it was LU that accepted
me,” he added. A member of
Parliament from Nepal, Ra-
mesh Lehak did LLB in 1989.
He said: “My father wan
ted me tobecomeadoctor. But
I was inspired by my count-
ry's renowned Justice Ratna
Bahadur Bist who did Law
from LU.” Similar senti-
ments wereechoed by CA Mu-

Hypocrisy of politics exposed on stage

Lucknow: A mellifluous invocation by the Isabella Thoburn
College choir set the tone for the college’s annual day celebration
on Saturday. Students presented Hindi play Ek tha Aladad Khan by
renowned playwright Sharad Joshi.

Itisasatire that seeks to expose the hypocrisy and the
absurdity of the Indian political and social structure wherein
those who inherit political power exploit the masses for their
selfish gains and use the gullibility of the common manto
manipulate the system.

The play mocked the blind faith and superstition of the masses
who are easily manipulated by the cunning and the powerful.

Directed by teacher Neetu Sharma, the play was enjoyed and
appreciated by the audience.

It was followed by Bishop Mondal's address in which he
referred to Mother Teresa in the context of the college motto “We
receive to give™” and said “We mustinculcate the desire to give”.

Rocket woman’s success mantra to students

ocket Women of India and scientistat the Indian Space

Research Organisation Ritu Karidhal asked Lucknow
University students not to be afraid of failure as it is the next step
towards success citing the example of Isro's Moon mission. “We
may not have succeeded in Chandrayaan 2 but the data collected,
the experience and the knowledge about landing gained helped in
the success of the Isro's Chandryaan 3 mission,” she said.
"Chandrayaan 3 was a tough mission as soft landing had to be
done at the south pole region of the moon where it was a harsh
terrainand the Sun neverrises up inthe sky inthat part of the
moon. It'sabigachievement as it was totally amanual mission,"
said Karidhal. She said everything used inthe Chandryaan 3 was
indigenous isareasonto be proud.

kesh Kumar Shukla who did
MCom in 1992 and senior jo-
urnalist Prateek Trivedi who
did hismastersinjournalism
and mass communication in
1992.

Senior scientist from Chi
cago, Ashwani Kumar Singh
and ISRO scientist also
known as Rocket Women of
India Ritu Karidhal also sha
red their meories.

The Report has been drafted by Anjali Yadav,

Research Scholar,

Under supervision of Prof. Madhurima Lall,
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