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WORLD URBANIZATION

.o i ' banization’
|ation in urban areas is known as urbanization
THE GROWTH ﬂfFﬂPH fition is known as ‘de-urhanlzatmn‘. The
whereas the decrease of pop d citi
the birth of thousands of towns and cities, many of
gonedays have seen ; Th .
: ded during the last 50 years. The growth is
which have largely expande : osion. 5 Tound
almost explosive. At present urban population exp 15 found in
each and every country, leading to the formation of fabroblast and
sacroma settlements.! , s

The economic development of society and the progressive dﬂ:flsmn
of social labour have of necessity led to the formation and expansion to
towns and cities, with ever increasing migration of people to perform a
wide variety of functions. Urbanization throughout the world is not
reflected in a steady direct linear increase in the proportion of town
dwellers in each given society in temporal dimensions. Towns and cities
have taken shape as centres of administrative and cultural significance
through the centuries,

Urbanization depends on the socio-economic system of the society
and the rate of its development. Each nation which has founded towns
anlfl cities imparts to them their own special appearance and their own
unique content. With time this content alters, reflecting the changes in
;h;n :eue]?pment of the pmdutiti_ve forces. While towns are necessary as
mgfuﬁ“; of power and military force they express the preparatory

omzation. This process is characterized by the growth in

labou o
Dfm;i Productive in the rural and urban economies, class stratification
ety, and Iht*.lgmwth in the country’s population.

: ; social phenom ed
EVEN in countries which were fum enon seem to have percolat
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World Urbanimﬁan
Urbanization
CGirowth of Rise of Rh: of sub-
gstablishme®! ::-::E:;fm Trade and Higher divisional and
of ports and Commerce Education [Mstrict Courts
partaEr ¢
i [ i il Stations
i minenl Intensificalion Mining Hil t
Establishmen ﬁlig’rﬂlﬁ of Rural-utban ~ Towns Imd Fishing
::uni:ipﬂil? Centres Migration Towns

.« infinenced by physical, socin-economic, pnﬁtic_al,
dﬂmﬁaﬂ:ﬁcﬂﬁuml and technological factors. It is therefore, essemmln
(o study the impact of these factors and as to accelerate the tempo ©

ent.
“rbTJ?he:niﬂ:En is a dynamic socip-cconomic forces w%'lich ir!w::l.!.res
srban element that suffer considerable temporal and_spalm'l variations.
In case the process is viewed with a definite rcgurmn'i ha-:‘rigruund,
urbanization influences the surrounding rural-urban tfrmge, '-‘:"hl':h Fﬂuld
really be seen in rural-urban linkages. Hence, ur!:muzntmn is equipped
\with the potentialitics of development of non-agricultural sector to fulfil
the economic requirements or urban manufactured goods in the
hinterland. Nowadays, the term ‘urban’ has developed much wider
connotation than ever before. In the context of regional development,
eference may be to the various economic and social problems which
are closely linked with the process of urbanization and creates a strange
behaviour by which one could find that there is more impersonality and
higher specialization.
The World Urbanization has four directions :

1, Coastal location of very many cities.
2. Peripheral location of small towns, industrial suburb and urban
sprawls.

Complex building structure in developed countries but simple
structure in developing countries. '

Urban centres are the emblem of polarization of population
and economic development.

4

4,

Pull and Push Factors

Chnau[:: ﬂ: level of urbanization has been caused by pull and push
factors. Due pull factor the urban amenities like higher education,

Spprnwsd wirh CamSeyrrey



268 Urban Gﬂ'”‘gﬁ'ﬂ'p}g' A Ten
banks, wholesale, retail business, employment o

facilities and religions places attract
whereas retirement from job and marri
outside urban centres.

The basic function of urban centres which th
surrounding zone of influence and the income comes o the m":"f 'h.‘
known as basic income, The functions which a town Perform for it':"n iy
population and the income accrues out of it is kngwp as nop. “‘F{n
function. These two basic and non-basic have immensely helm:a?c
changing the levels of urbanization in most parts of {he 2lobe in
Sectoral Changes

So far as the sectoral changes of urbanization is concern
sector grows fast in comparison with the agriculture

zone. It means with the industrial establishment the Population SUPpOrting
Capacity of the urban centres improves a lot in Comparison with the
agricultural economy.

ities, :
people lowards |, r;:rmm“a]

age migration Push uﬂ:mmt‘-n'.nhr'ur
le

cy Perfony, i

ed the industriy)
SEctor of gy

Degree of Urbanization

L=-{;—Txiﬂﬂ

where L is degree of urbanizati
population.

In accordance with
defined in two ways :

on, Uis urban population, and T is total

the international comparison, this index is further

(a) Instead of total urban population living in cities with 100,000
and more inhabitants js considered as urban p-upulatim_l- o b
(®) In place of total urban population, the population living in

urban places at least 20,000 inhabitants is considered as urban
population,

Rate of Urlunhltiun.

Itis simple arithmetic growth rate of he degree of urbanization, between
IWo or more census figures,
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World {Jrbanizallon

; lg -
Rate of Urbanization ,.ﬂ‘r‘;f’!-, 100
where L, and L are the dcglfcc of urbantzation
There are IwWo ways o measuring the et i
instantaneous method which niccﬁnhmpu;mlnlh::;;nﬂr[,:::u: :ﬂ sy ﬁ“
in each and every census, tracing the changes in each tlass re T::;“
the cities that make it up. Other ig the continuaus methed wiﬁ:h b o
with particular centre and traces the subsequent extension of ,}f:

groups.
Tempo of Urbanization

U peskait of tigme

[n 1991 about 45 per cent population of the world is living in urban
areas. The level of urbanization is 84 10 85 per cent in Australia and
New Zealand; 77 per cent in Japan; 72 to 75 per cent in North America,
South America, Latin America and Europe; 66 per cent in Central
America and former U.S.S.R.; 34 per cent in Africa and Asia: 32 per
cent in Pakistan and just 26 per cent in India.

In South America the percentage of urban population in Argentina
is 83 per cent, Chile 81 per cent, Uruguay 84 per cent, Venezuela 24 per
cent, Brazil 68 per cent and Cuba 66 per cent. In Asia Singapore is 106
per cent.urbanized, Kuwait 89 per cent, Hongkong 90 per cent, Yemen
11 per cent, Bhutan 4 per cent, Nepal 6 per cent, Myanmar 28 per cent,
Sn Lanka 27 per cent and Bangladesh 15 per cent urbanized in 1991.

In 1991 the density of population in bigger urban centres vary from
67,00 per km? in Calcutta to 57,000 in Ottawa, 55,000 in New York,
52,00 in Montreal and 49,000 in Moscow.

Trends of Urbanization

The trends of urbanization differ substantially from country to country.
In the United States of America in A.D. 1800 only 5 per cent people
were residing in urban areas. This has gone upto 70 per cent in 1980 and
it will be 85 per cent by A.D. 2000. So far as the logistic curve of
urbanization is concerned, it is typically of S shape for Costa Rica,
Tanzania and Switzerland. | .

The average annual population increase for Jfl r:uuntlrm ;dwutin
45 per cent especially for the continents of Asia, Africa and s
America. In the entire 19th century the continent of Europe experies 24
an annual growth of only 2 per cent. Most of the urbanization
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whereas today it is in the form o

270
i jon bﬂﬁl:d- _ e
19th cenfury ;vas rnlE.fﬂl:mt of colonies and _ﬂuw of mn:_lusznm workers
Shantytowns, ?::MIHFHEI witzerland, Tanzania and India about 80 pe
cities.

igration. In the year 1900 e
s due to rural-urban migra :
:ennll'bﬂ:' Erﬂ-ﬂl‘tkﬁﬂh Isuf the warld are Lﬂndﬂ'ﬂ, Pﬂ-ﬂ& Hﬂ'lﬁl"‘j'rgrk and
. I:ld“;lf 1::: year 1920 only 24 cities have touched the million mar
Shanghai. : ;
but irf 1991 it is about 150 n number

gire Cities, 1870-1991

TABLE 18.1 : Million
Dhate Number of Cities
7
1870
1900 20
1920 30
1939 57
1951 95
1964 140
1979 213
1985 : 257
1991 300
Density of Urban Population

Cities are always very crowded places in the world. In Calcutta about
69,000 persons reside in one square kilometre and the corresponding
figure for New York is 55,000, Montreal 52,000 and Moscow 49,000.
The overall density is 25 for United States of America, 3 for Canada and
enly 11 persons for the Common Wealth of Soviet Union.

Levels of Urbanization

In 1991 about 40 per cent of the world’s population is urban, and about
25 per cent urban population live in the centres of 20,000 persons or
ﬁgrr:'t:;ﬂ;t 10 per cent Pﬂﬂ!:rlr. %iw.' in cities of 100,000 persons and
St e u?fe;r:::t people live in million cities. In case the 1981-91
the year A.D, 2000 I;;Pu]aimﬂ 1s 3.5 per cent per annum continues by
urban and b'}, l:he ﬂﬂt?m 50 Per cent world's population would be
situation the }1"-'* £950 the entire world will be urbanized. In such a
most of th People will get food from ocean and our mighty forests. In
€ industrialized countries, e.g., Britain, Germany, Australia,

. Zealand and the Common Weaith
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increase in demand for industrial workers, and skilled people i
ransport trade #nc SR UEy administration and in educational
institutions have revolutionized the scene. In most of the above sl iod
puntries the percentage of url:-_an population ranges between 60 o 90
er cent. In older s:tll-.:d countries the urban people live in me ks cid
qmall sized towns besides market towns, small industrial towns along
with a few large cities.
In countries of peasant economy, e.g., in Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda
Gudan, India, Pakistan and China the percentage of urban Fﬂpllllﬁur:
has increased fast but the F{HW of urbanization is still very slow between
5 10 20 per cent. In developing countries of the world the urban population
is growing fast in comparison with total population.? In bet 1900
and 1990 the urban population grew by 300 per cent. This increase s
ctacular in Tropical Countries where due to the provision of health
facilities the mortality rate has declined but on the other han d. this has
enhanced the rural-urban migration thereby giving rise to shanty towns.4
In economically advance countries the growth of urbanization is not
very high, because they had already covered 70 to 90 per cent during the
past decades and further there is little scope for development on the
current technology.

Urban Regions

The world could be divided into two regions from the point of levels of
urbanization -3

Highly Urbanized Regions

In some countries of the world the level of urbanization has reached ata
very high stage except few towns, cities and regions. Such areas are
Australia, New Zealand, the East Coast of Brazil, China, Japan,
Venezuela, Canada and the eastern parts of U.5.A. and Argentina. In all

_“,”“ areas the towns having coastal location are bigger in population
*1z¢ and the inland towns are of smaller size. The four fully urbanized
eglons of the world are as follows :

North-Western Europe—London, Paris. ‘
North-Eastern U.S.A. anc Canada—New York, Philadelphia.
Eastern Coast of Japan and Australia—Tokyo, 5}“5'_1#1“*
Easter Coast of Asia—Shanghai, Calcutta and Manila.

B P
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world Urbanization i
ce regions industrialization and urbanization dominate the

the 2
In ort location.

scene along with p

Less (Jrbanized Regions

of Asia, Africa,® South-America and Siberia have very low
Most pﬂ;ﬁhmi sation. In these areas less than |0 per cent population are
levels ﬂThE causes are low levels of transport development, lesser
Prga:t'rialiiﬂ tion and the predominance of farm economy and forest
,';l.;::.umy- We may say that urban centres dominate the scene and even
- city level centres the facilities are very poor and spontaneous settlement
dominate the scene.’

The problems created by urbanization and urban centres are :

(a) Urban development threatens the expansion of world’s
agricultural sector;

(b) It exacerbates the water supply and aggravated the situation of
waste disposal;

(c) Tt produces almost incurable traffic problems;

(d) It provides obvious targets for aerial attack:

(e) It has favoured the decline of traditional culture;

(f) It has brought refinement in criminal activities;

(z) Urban machine civilization have damaged the rural cottage
industries and seriously affected the morality of people; and

(h) Urbanization favoured the transport of pollution to the nearby
rural areas in terms of waste disposal and emitting smoke.
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