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INFORMATION SCIENCE

Information Science

« Library Economy was the first term to denote the activities involved in collection, storage and
dissemination of recorded knowledge.

- Library Economy was changed to Library Science in the last quarter of nineteenth century.

« At that time it was popular trend to call any discipline a science on which some literature had
accumulated.

= The term science was added only to enhance the prestige of subject.

Information Science

« Paul Otlet and Henri La Fountain attempted to compile a universal bibliography.
- This effort extended the domain of Library Science from recorded knowledge in books to other

forms of documents like periodicals, theses, reports etc.

Information Science

«In 1905 Otlet used new term Documentation to denote the scientific activity of gathering,
processing, storing, retrieving and circulating documents.

= With the change in the name of Institute International Institute of Bibliography (Internationale de
Bibliographie) into International Institute of Documentation (Institute Internationale de

Documentation) in the year 1931 the term became well established.

Information Science

« By the early fifties, documentation has been defined as the “art of collecting, classifying and

making readily accessible the records of all kinds of intellectual activity”.

Information Science

« In the year 1950, Calvin Mooers coined a new term namely, Information Retrieval to denote
necessary operation to gain access to recorded knowledge irrespective of the form of the
document.

« Later on, when it was felt that there could be no retrieval without storage of information, the term

IR was changed into Information Storage and Retrieval (ISR).
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« The term Information Science was first used in the year 1958 by J. Farradane.

« In the year 1962, the term Information Science was used in place of the term Documentation in a
Conference of Information Specialists held at Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta.

« This term fully established with the change in the name of American Documentation Institute into
American Society of information Science (ASIS) in the year 1968. By this time the term was

frequently used in professional literature.

Information Science

« Russian workers coined a new term Informatics.
- It was defined as “Processes, methods and laws related to the recording, analytic-synthetical

processing, storage, retrieval and dissemination of scientific information.

Information Science
Definition

“Information Science is concerned with the generation, collection, organisation, interpretation,
storage, retrieval, dissemination, transfer and use of information with particular emphasis on the
application of modern technologies in these areas. As a discipline it seeks to create and structure a
body of scientific knowledge and system’s knowledge related to the transfer of information. It has
both pure science components, which enquire into the subject without regard to the application and

applied science component which develops service and product”. ASIS (1975).

Information Science

« “Information Science is an interdisciplinary field of study of the nature ,properties, control and use

of information”. V. Slamecka(1965)
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Vannevar Bush's 1945 article, "As We May Think" is widely regarded as the
manifesto' of information science. It anticipated the development of post-War
research on scientific communication and hinted at many relationships between
technology and social process.

Ludwing Von Bertalanffy's Systems Analysis, Nobert Wiener's Cybernetics, and
Claude E Shannon's Information Theory, Warren Weaver's Explication of Shannon's
theory included with original text, made information theory accessible to social

researcherssooner.
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