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Unit |
Growth of Indian Nationalism.
Founding of Indian National Congress.
Its Early Phase: Objectives, Methods and Programmes of the Moderates.
Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendranath Bannerjee, W.C. Bannerjee, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya etc.
Unit Il
India under Lord Lytton.
Reforms of Lord Ripon.
Curzon and Partition of Bengal. Boycott and Swadeshi Movement.
Rise of Extremism in the Indian National Congress: Causes, Objectives and Methods- Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
Lal Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal, Arubindo Ghosh, Annie Beasant.
Unit 11l
Rise of Revolutionary Nationalism.
Chapekar Brothers, Shyamji Krishna Verma, Madan Lal Dhingra, V.D. Savarkar, Lala Hardayal, Prafull
Chaki, Khudiram Bose, Ghosh Brothers etc.
Act of 1909 and 1919.
Development of Education from Hunter Commission to 1919.
Unit IV
Emergence of Gandhi: Champaran, Ahmedabad and Kheda.
Satyagrah and Agitation against Rowlatt Bill.
Anglo-Afghan Relations and Second Anglo- Afghan War.
British in Ceylon and the Rise of Nationalism in Ceylon.



Growth of Modern Ideas and Political Associations before 1870 :-

The emergence of Indian National Congress, and The Great Revolution of 1857 were the
consequences of the growth of several interests of different groups of people throughout the
Country. Some were not satisfied with the British Policies, some did not approve its Methods of
conducting Administration. Most, who were peasants, were unhappy and exhausted with
gradually increasing rates of Revenue. And some, The Sepoys, were not glad with the
behaviour towards them by the British Officials, besides, They were not given High Ranks and
were treated as if they were just sell-swords to British Army.

With the establishment of Brahmo Samaj, a spirit of Socio-Religious reform took place. But not a
single Political Organisation was there to represent the demands and way of thinking of people.
The Filtrated education caused dissatisfaction among Indian Scholars, as it was not working in a
way, as it was doing in Britain.

The Pioneer of Political movement in India was the precursor of Brahmo Samaj, Raja
RamMohan Roy, a scholar, who knew a lot of Cultures, and the way they worked. He thought
about things thoroughly and with an Open-mind. He was the first to bring the attention of the
British to the problems, needs and demands of the masses. It is said that, some moderate
provisions were made in the Charter of 1833 because of his efforts (India as a British Colony,
Codifying all Indian Laws, First Law Commission in India, Indians in the Government Services,
Abolishment of Slavery).

The first political organisation was Bangabliusha Praknsika Sabha (Bangbhasha Prakashak
Sabha) founded in Bengal in 1836. The objective of this organisation was to analyse the policies
of government and send applications for improvement in this regard. In July, 1838, an
organisation was formed called, The Zamindari Association, also known as The Landholders’
Society. Though its objectives were limited to the interests of the Zamindars, still it was the first
ORGANISED Political association.

In April, 1843, another association was established, named, Bengal British India Society. Its
objective was to investigate the execution of the Laws and if found any fault, then report it to the
officials so it could be resolved. It was a welfare society. But these two organisations failed to
achieve their objectives, hence, merged into One as British Indian Association. Although it was
mainly conducted by The Landholders, yet this association tried to convince the Britishers in
favour of the masses. They kindly demanded to reduce the salaries of High-rank Officials, to
abolish the taxes over Salt, Stamp Duty, Aabkaari (tax on irrigation).



Growth and Development of the Political Organisations from 1870 :-

1. Bengal Presidency-

As people got educated in the Presidency-towns, they started to know their rights as subjects of
the British Government. They were getting to know that they should be treated the way the
subjects were treated in England. But to put their voice forward, they needed a platform. In this
run, Babu Shishir Kumar Ghosh founded “Indian League” in 1875 in Bengal, which objective
was to promote a spirit of Unity and political awareness among people. In 1876 this associaltion
got replaced by “Indian Association”, founded by Anand Mohan Bose and Surendra Nath
Bonnerji. The significant thing about this Newfound Association was to promote the Membership
of Common People along the Middle-Class. And for this purpose, the subscrition/membership
fee was reduced to 5 rupees while the fee of British Indian Association was 50 rupees.

Indian Association worked in the favour of Indian masses. In the tenure of Lord Robet Lytton,
the maximum age for appearing in I.C.S. examination was reduced to 19 from 21. The Indian
Association agitated against it, which is known as INDIAN CIVIL SERVICES AGITATION. S.N.
Bonnerji wanted to spread the idea of Unity by establishing branches of Indian Association at
different Cities. For this purpose he visited many towns throughout the country.

2. Bombay Presidency-

While in 1851, British Indian Association took place in Bengal Presidency, the next year, in 1852
another association was formed in Bombay, named Bombay Association. It was established on
the role model of Its counterpart in Bengal (British Indian Association).This association had the
same motive as its counterpart, which was, to keep an eye on the British policies and if there is
room for improvement, then send a memorandum to British Authorities. They sent a
memorandum, in which, they demanded that Native Leaders should be given representation in
Legislative Council. They demanded to reduce the high salaries of British Officials. But this
association failed to achieve their goals.

Lord Lytton’s reactionary policies led to the formation of Bombay Presidency Association, 1885.
This association owes its origin to Feroz Shah Mehta, Badruddin Taybji, Kashinath Trimbak
Tailang. They all were great scholars and once served under British Authorities as Lawyers.

3. Madras Presidency-

In meanwhile, in 1849, Madras Native Association was founded by Gazulu Lakshminarasu
Chetty, who was a well-known merchant and political activist. He also founded the first newspaper
which was owned by an Indian, named, The Crescent. This association gone in vain and could not
perform a great deal. But, due to Lord Lytton’s policies, a new organisation was formed in Madras,
Madras Mahajan Sabha, 1884. Their motive was to establish Local Organisations. They demanded
for separate jurisdiction of The Judiciary and The Executive, viz, The Revenue-collecting Authorities.



All the way to Indian National Congress-

All  these Associations, including Bengal British India Society(1843), Madras Native
Association(1849), Indian Association(1876), Bombay Presidency Association(1885), worked at
regional levels. They got some success, specially in Bengal. Poona Saarvajanik Sabha(1870) also
contributed to this cause by agitating License Tax, Cotton Duties. But all these efforts were not
enough to draw a great deal form the British Authorities. They did their best at regional level, but
Indians needed an Organisation, which could lead them at National Level. And in this run, S.N.
Bonnerji, co-founder of the Indian Association, Bengal, played a great role in organising THE
INDIAN NATIONAL CONFERENCE. It was indeed the first ever National conference which was
called upon. It was held in December, 1883. All the great leaders and Political activists participitated
in this conference. The second conference meeting was held in 1885. This Indian National
Conference, somehow led all the way to Origin of Indian National Congress.
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