
SOCIAL STRATIFICATION-II 

Prepared by: Dr. Priya, Assistant Professor, IMS, University of Lucknow 



Types of Social Stratification

 Caste System - Social

 Class System - Economic
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Origin of the Caste System

 Indian Society: Chaturvarna System

 Hindu Society: Brahmins, Kashtriyas, 
Vaishyas and Shudras.

 The Varna system based on the division of 
labour and occupation.
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Factors which Facilitated the 
Growth of caste System in India

 Geographical isolation

 Influence of religion

 Existences of many races

 Rural social structure

 Unwillingness of rulers

 Lack of education
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Causes for the Change in Caste 
System

 Uniform Legal System

 Impact of Modern Education

 Industrialization, Urbanization and 
Westernization

 Influence of Modern Transport and 
Communication System

 Freedom Struggle and the establishment of 
democracy

 Rise of Non-Brahmin Movement
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Nature & Characteristics of 
Social Class
 Class- A Status Group
 Achieved Status and not Ascribed Status
 It is Universal
 Mode of Feeling
 Element of Prestige
 Element of Stability
 Mode of Living
 An Open System
 Classification of Social Classes
 Class Consciousness
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Difference between Cast & Class

Cast Class
Particular Universal

Ascribed Status: by birth Achieved Status: by achievement

Closed System: It restrict social mobility Open System: It provide social mobility

Conservative: The caste ridden system tends 
to become conservative, orthodox and 
reactionary

Progressive: It give more freedom to the 
members.

Endogamous Group: Every caste member
has to marry within the group

Not endogamous: The members are free to 
select their partners

Greater Social Distance: Comparatively a 
greater distance being kept b/w different 
castes

Less Social Distance: Members are more 
tolerant than others.

Caste- consciousness: More dangerous to 
democracy, cannot go together as caste is 
based on inequality

Class-consciousness: not inimical to 
democracy, can go together, does not 
restrict the amount of community feeling.

Prepared by: Dr. Priya, Assistant Professor, IMS, University of Lucknow


