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TIMES OF INDIA

UP to get Ist green
skills & applied Al
centre of excellence

Isha Jain@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh is set
to get its first Green Skills and
Applied Al for Climate Action
Centre of Excellence (CoE) at
Lucknow University, aimingto
build a future-ready worktorce
for India’s green economy.

The Lucknow CoE will be
the second among five such
centres planned nationwide
under the Green Skills and
Applied Al for Climate Action
programme, a joint initiative
by IM1B and Microsoft in colla-
boration with the Ministry of

AT LKO UNIV

Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY). UP will
host two centres, with another
planned in Noida, while the re-
maining centres are to come
up in Shillong and Hyderabad.

It will be inaugurated this
weeK. The Lucknow centre
will train young people in in-
dustry-relevant skills span-
ning applied Al, climate tech:
nologies, renewable energy
and sustainability The facility
will include dedicated experi-
ential learning zones focused
on solar energy, electric vehi-
cles, wind energy, climate tech-
nologies and applied Al

The initiative aims at enga-
ging and training 1 lakh vouth
in Green Skills and Applied Al
by 2060, beginning with 20,000
learners in thefirst vear It also
aims to support the develop-
ment of more than 50 applied

Al-powered climate innova-
tion solutions and create path-
ways to 50,000 jobs, interns-
hips, apprenticeships and live-
lthood opportunities.

Participants at the Luck-
now CoE will work on real-
world problems through inno-
vation cohorts, Al-enabled cli-
mate projects and industry-led
learning experiences. The mo-
del is designed to connect aca-
demic learning with practical
application and employability
outcomes. Prot Puneet Mishra
from LU’s department of com-
puter science said, “The Cent-
re 1s not just a skilling facility,
itiswhere young people will le-
arn, build and deploy Applied
Al solutions for climate, In-
dustry and soclety”

“This COE, 1s poised to bu-
ild a future-ready talent pipeli-
ne in UP by equipping vouth
with in-demand Al and green
skills, empowering them to de-
velop locally relevant solu-
tions addressing pressing cli-
mate challenges,” said Manju
Dhasmana, senior director -
Elevate CSR, Microsoft.

IMIB founderand CEO Ma-
nav Subodh said the centre
willactasahubfor innovation,
skilling and entrepreneurs-
hip, positioning Uttar Pradesh
as a leader in the emerging Al-
powered green economy.

Top-performing partici-
pants will be offered incuba-
tion support, start-up mentors-
hip, go-to-market opportuniti-
es, internships and advanced
career pathways.
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