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Lucknow University Vice-
Chancellor Prof |P Saini on
Tuesday outlined a wide-
ranging set of academic,
administrative and infra-
structural reforms, signalling
a decisive push towards aca-
demic diversification, trans-
parency and quality
enhancement.

At the forefront of acade-
mic expansion, the universi-
ty has introduced 11 new
undergraduate and 10 post-
graduate programmes, and
22 minor degree options,
along with five co-curricular
and vocational courses for
the session 2026-2027.

The vice-chancellor said
that these initiatives were
aligned with emerging aca-
demic and industry needs,
with a strong emphasis on

employability and interdisci-
plinary learning.

He highlighted that artifi-
cial intelligence and Indian
knowledge systems (IKS)
have been brought into aca-
demic focus, reflecting a con-
scious effort to integrate tra-
ditional knowledge frame-
works with contemporary
education. A significant
feature of the new academ-
ic structure is the introduc-
tion and expansion of minor
degree programmes. "These
are designed as flexible, addi-
tional qualifications that stu-
dents can pursue alongside
their primary undergraduate
degree. Students will have
the autonomy to select
courses from a structured
bouquet of papers, begin
their minor from the second
year, and complete the
required 20 credits at their
own pace before gradua-

A significant feature of
new academic structure
is introduction and
expansion of minor
degree programmes

tion,” he said. The initiative
is particularly aimed at aca-
demically inclined and fast-
learning students with
diverse intellectual interests,

he added.
He pointed out that in a

major step towards expand-
ing access, the university
has approved an increase of
2326 seats across various
programmes.

"Admissions to profession-
al courses are also being
streamlined, with Law
admissions to be conducted
through Common Law
Admission Test (CLAT) and
MBA admissions through

Common Admission Test
(CAT), ensuring alignment
with national-level stan-
dards,” he said.

The vice-chancellor said
that the university was also
actively pursuing reforms in
evaluation systems.

A dedicated committee
has been constituted to
examine the feasibility of
implementing absolute and
relative grading systems,
aiming to bring greater aca-
demic fairmess and bench-
marking, he added.

Addressing institutional
development, the vice-chan-
cellor detailed a compre-
hensive roadmap for the
uplift of afthliated colleges.

"Consultations have
already been held with gov-
ernment and government-
aided colleges, with meet-
ings scheduled for self-
financed institutions. Key

focus areas include improv-
ing research infrastructure,
enhancing accreditation out-
comes and boosting institu-
tional rankings,” he said.

To ensure transparency
and accountability, inspec-
tions and faculty selections of
colleges will be conducted
online, with all proceedings
recorded and securely stored
at the university level on the
server, he added.

He pointed out that in
response to instances of
examination-related miscon-
duct, the university has intro-
duced strningent measures.

“All examinations, includ-
ing practicals, will be con-
ducted under camera surveil-
lance, with mandatory sub-
mission of recordings to the
university. In cases requiring
re-examination, fresh centres
will be allotted to maintain
integrity, as has been already

LU introduces 11 new UG, 10 PG programmes

done,” he added.

He further stated that on
the infrastructure front, all
major works will now
undergo third-party assess-
ment to ensure quality and
compliance.

“Additionally, standardis-
ation measures, including
brand specifications in food-
related tenders, have been
introduced to improve
service quality. The
University has also submitted
proposals for the construc-
tion of three new hostels,
addressing the growing
demand for student accom-
modation,” he pointed out.

The vice-chancellor
emphasised that these initia-
tives collectively represent a
transformative phase for the
University of Lucknow,
focused on academic excel-
lence, transparency, and
student-centric growth.
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No rollback of self-
financed semester
fee hike, says LU VC

LUCKNOW : Four days after
admission brochure was
released for undergraduate
courses which lod to several pro-
tests due 1o the substantial fee
hike in self-financed semester
tee. Lucknow University vice
chancellor Prof J P Saini in a
press conference on Tuesday—
his first after assuming charge—
said there will be no rollback in
the semester foe hike.

On the fee hike in sell-fi-
nanced courses, hie sald around
22 5% of the students belonging
to SC and 5T catcgories get a
100% refund of the fee. “27% of
EWS category students get a
scholarship up to Rs 55,000
from the government. Until last
year, a student opting for BA
self-financed course used to pay
for each subject they added.
while they were only reimbursed
the tuition fee,” the VC added.

According to him, for BA seif-
financed course, one has to pay
Rs 16,330 for whichever subject
they choose and the same will be
reimbursed. “The initiative has
streamlined the fee for students
allowing them to get maximum
benefits of the scholarships.” he
said.

Saini further said efforts arc
also being made to build an
alumni netwaork which can help
students unahle to pay their tui-
tion fees. “The increased fee will
be utilised to improve lacilities,
including renovation of wash-
rooms and watercoolers. Wi are
also planning to build a leaming
management system with the
help of computer sclence depart-
ment where we will have an
archive of video lectures from
expert faculty.” the VC added.

Meanwhile, Lucknow Univer-

l ‘4

The increased fee
will be utilised to
improve facilities,
including
renovation of
washrooms and
watercoolers
PROF J P SAINI, LU vc

sity (LU) has decided to add 451
more seats to its existing 2,165
seats in various regular courses
from the next academic session,
vice chancellor said.

This is in additdon to the ded-
sion taken carlier this month to
Increase over 3,100 self-financed
scats ahead of 2026-27 scssion.
The VC said the increased regu-
lar seats will function at the
same fiee that was decided for
regular courses in 199506,

“While the fee of regular
courses and the grant received
by the university remain the
same, the uxprndll ure has
increased several times. For
example, affiliation and
approval from the Bar Councll of
India now cost about Rs 6 lakh
per year,” Prof Saini added.

Additionally, LLB admissions
will now beé conducted through
the Common Law Admission
Test and MBA admissions
through the Common Admis-
sion Test, he added.

“The university has formeda
committee to reform the evalua-
tion system. The aim is to
enhance academic fairmess,” the
vioe chancellor said. HTC
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22 new courses for LU
undergrad students

Arts Faculty
To Offer 14
Minor Degrees

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: The Lucknow
University (LU) is introdu-
cing 22 minor degree pro-
grammes for undergraduate
students from the coming
session, allowing them to
pursue additional courses
alongside their main gradu-
ation programme.

Officials said the initiati-
ve isbased onacreditsystem
and includes a freeentry and
exit option, giving students
flexibility to choose, conti-
nue or leave a minor as per
their academic require-
ment.

Of the 22 minor degree
programmes, the faculty of
arts will offer 14 in various
departments. These pro-
grammes will be open for

Bilingual video lectures for LU students

Lucknow: The management of Lucknow University has said
that it will introduce a digital learning management system for
the students fromupcoming academic session, in which
bilingual video lectures (both in Hindi and English) will be
prepared and uploaded by professors for the students to access.
The system will be linked with Samarth portal and will support
structured academic delivery across subjects. Initially, the
university has planned to start this system with new courses
introduced this year, like Al & Machine Learning, Cyber Security
& Forensics, Data Science & Analytics and Internet of Things.
After initial rollout, it will be expanded to all the coursesina
phased manner. Each subject will include 20 video lectures of
one hour duration. Vice-chancellor JP Saini, said, “The digital
learning management system will support students with
structured content and bilingual video lectures.”

students of all faculties to
enable inter-disciplinary
study. Also, eight minor pro-
grammes will be introduced
by thefaculty of engineering
and technology for enginee-
ring students.

Students will be allowed
to choose a minor course
along with their main fowr-
year degree programme.

The structure allows entry

and exit flexibility while cre-
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dits will be awarded on the
completion of the minor co-
Urse,

LU vice chancellor JP Sa-
ini said, “These courses will
provide additional skills to
students and improve emp-
loyment opportunities.
Lucknow University is one
of the few universities in the
state to provide such minor
degree courses along with
graduation.”

Once elite, now empty: LU aided colleges losing pull

Godhooli Sharma

godhooli. sharmag@hthve.com

LUCKNOW : Several aided col-
leges affiliated with Lucknow
University, once known for high
cut-offs and intense competi-
tion, are now struggling to fill
seats, with many institutions
reporting 20 to 30% vacancies in
undergraduate courses over the
past few academic sessions.
Data from recent academic ses-
sions indicates that despite
large sanctioned intakes, enrol-
ments have dropped sharply,
pointing to a steady decline
driven by weak academic deliv-
ery, rising competition, and
logistical constraints.

In the 2024-25, at Vidyant
Hindu PG College, only about
241 of 670 BA seats were filled,
while B.Com admissions stood
at around 220 against 320 seats.
Shashi Bhushan Balika Vidyal-
aya Degree College reported just
4] admissions against 500 BA
seats, and Karamat Husain
Muslim Girls PG College
enrolled roughly 500 students
against 1,075 available seats,
reflecting a wider pattern across
aided colleges in the city.

The higher education land-
scape has changed significantly
over the past decade. The num-
ber of colleges affiliated with
Lucknow University has
expanded from a few dozen to

over 500, including more than
180 in the state capital alone.
This growth has increased
options for students, particu-
larly with private institutions
offering professional and skill-
based courses.

A major factor contributing
to this trend is the rapid expan-
sion in the number of affiliated
colleges. From just 19 aided col-
leges in the early 2000s, the
number of affiliated institutions
under Lucknow University has
surged to 556, including 182
within the state capital. This
sharp rise has intensified com-
petition, particularly from pri-
vate colleges offering job-ori-
ented and skill-based courses.

Shyamali Dube, retired fac-
ulty member at AP Sen Girls
Degree College, said the shift
has been gradual. “There was a
time when students competed
for seats in aided colleges. Now
private colleges have expanded
into areas where aided colleges
were limited, reducing intake,
especially in girls colleges,” she
said.

“Students completing inter-
mediate are focused on jobs.
Only those inclined towards
academics opt for full-time
graduation,” she added. Con-
cerns over classroom engage-
ment and teaching standards
have also contributed to falling
admissions. Reports of irregular

classes and limited accountabil-
ity have weakened confidence
among students.

Pankaj Kumar, retired faculty
at Vidyant Hindu PG College,
said gaps in teaching practices
are a factor, “There are instan-
ces when classes do not run reg-
ularly and no action follows.
This discourages students from
attending,” he said.

Sumita Dutta, retired faculty
member at Shashi Bhushan Bal-
ika Vidyalaya Degree College,
said, “Students from nearby dis-
tricts earlier depended on
memo trains, which were dis-
continued after the pandemic.
This reduced commuting and
attendance.”



