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Lucknow: Lucknow Univer-
sity will now also produce pri-
ests and Vastu Shastra ex-
perts.

The astrology department
will start two courses - MA Pri-
esthood and MA Vastu Shastra
- from the upcoming session.
Both will be in the self-finance
category with RKs 15,080 per se-
mester fees and have 30 seats
each.

Officials said that the pro-
grammes have been designed
by the astrology department
professors and the syllabi
align with UGC guidelines,
with a focus on practical appli-
cation along with traditional
learning.

The MA Priesthood course
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Now, study priesthood, Vastu Shastra at LU

LU libaries open from 7am to Spm

ucknow University vice-chancellor JP Saini on Monday
announced that the cyber and Tagore libraries will now remain

openfrom7amto 8 pm daily, givin

g students more time for study

and research. The libraries will also remain open on holidays from
10amto 2 pm, excepton major festivals. The decision was taken
after adialogue following protest by student groups over hike in
fees of entrance exam and self-finance courses.

will take students through ri-
tuals and karmakand practi-
ceslinked with life events from
birth to death. It includes stu-
dyv of nitva karma, naimittika
karma and kamva karma as
provided in dharma shastras,
along with training in rituals
such as rudrabhishek, chandi
path and bhagwat katha.
When asked about how a
degree in priesthood will help

a candidate when there are
many other options availlable
to learn the rituals, depart-
ment coordinator Shvamlesh
Kumar Tiwari said, “It waill
help graduates in getting visas
for other countries with a sub-
stantial Hindu population
where thev can be hired as pri-
ests in temples. It will also act
as evidence for graduates to
show that they have learnt
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about rituals from an authen-
tic institution.”™

The MA Vastu Shastra co-
urse will deal with ancient In-
dian architectural science.

Ancient texts such as sam-
arangana sutradhara, maima-
tam, vishwakarma prakash
and muhurta chintamani will
be part of the svllabus, along
with guidance on auspicious
timing for construction and ri-
tuals. Graduates can start the-
irown consultancy services or
join companies for employ-
ment, he added.

The astrology department
already runs MA and BA cour-
ses 1n astrology and offers a
PhD in the subject. It has re-
cently also started offering
consultancy services in astro-
logy.
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NO LURN FEE FOR
LU"S CENTRALIZED
ADMISSION: VC

LUCKNOW : After a day full of
protests by students associated
with various student organiza-
tions, Lucknow University on
Monday announced that there
will be, from this year on, no
LURN (Lucknow University Reg-
istration Number) fee levied
upon the students participating
in LU’s centralised admission
process.

The move came two days after
the undergraduate admission
brochure was released by the
university wherein it was
revealed that the admission
form fee and semester fee at the
time of admission have been
substantially increased.

Protest continued throughout
the day since morning till late
afternoon starting with students
of Akhil Bhartiya Vidyarthi Pari-
shad followed by Samajwadi
Chatrasabha and National Stu-
dents Union of India - all of
whom demanded rolling back of
the fee hike.

LU spokesperson Prof Mukul
Srivastava said Lucknow Univer-
sity has always been committed
to prioritising the interests of its
students. “VC Prof JP Saini today
held an open discussion with
representatives of various stu-
dent bodies on issues related to
fee hikes. The purpose was to
understand students’ concerns
and to offer concrete solutions
from the university administra-
tion,” said Srivastava.

Prof. Saini said it has been
decided to extend library hours.
“They will now be open daily
from 7 am to 8 pm. Even on holi-
days (except important ones),
the library will be open from 10
amto 2 pm,” he said. He said stu-
dents participating in LU's cen-
tralized admission process will
no longer be charged a separate
LURN fee of Rs 100. HTC
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