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SCHOLARS'
CONFERENCE ON
'SHAKTI' AT LU
LUCKNOW: On the eve of
International Women's
Day, the third Global
Scholars’ Conference was
organised at Lucknow
University on Saturday.
The event took place at
the Malviya Auditorium
and was organised by the
department of Sanskrit
and Prakrit Languages of
the university along with
the Global Sanskrit Forum,
Navyug Kanya
Mahavidyalaya, Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
Government College, Nari
Niketan Mahavidyalaya
and Mahila Mahavidyalaya
Degree College on the
theme “Shakti in its full

glory.
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LU study: South Asia shows progress, but
long-term pollcy commitment required
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LUCKNOW: A recentstudy by the
economics department of Luc-
know University found that gen-
der inequality in South Asia
gradually decreased between
2003 and 2022, Improvements in
health services—such as
improved maternity health ser-
vices, increased life expectancy,
and reduced child mortality—
have played a significant role in
reducing this gap.

Despite improvements in
health and education, the study
highlights that women’s labour
market participation remains a
major challenge in South Asia.

Social perceptions that
domestic work and caregiving
are primarily women's responsi-
bility, lack of adequate childcare
facilities, and safety concerns
limit women's economic partici-
pation. LU faculty member Prof
Roli Misra said increasing
women's participation in the
workforce is essential not only
for gender equality but also for
economic development and

inclusive growth. “The study rec-
ommends that governments
should take strong policy meas-
ures to reduce gender incquality,
including increasing girls’ access
to secondary and higher educa-
tion, strengthening health infra-
structure, creating secure and
flexible employment opportuni-
ties for women, and investing in
childcare and social infrastruc-
ture,” Misra said.

The study analysed gender
disparities in eight South Asian
countries: India, Pakistan, Bang-
ladesh, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka,
Bhutan, Nepal, and the Maldives.

“In order to understand these
differences, we developed a new
index called the Gender Dispar-
ity Index (GDI), which measures
the gap between men and
women in three key areas:
health, education, and labour
market participation. This type
of region-specific index focused
on South Asia has not been
developed before, making this
study an important contribution
to research on gender inequality
in the region,” said Misra.

Out of eight countries ana-

lysed, Maldives, Bhutan, and Sri
Lanka emerged the best per-

formers in reducing gender ine-
quality. They have consistently
invested in health and education,

expanding opportunities for
women and leading to better
development outcomes.

India, Bangladesh, and Nepal
fall into the middle category of
the index, showing some
improvement in the gender gap.

“In India, government initia-
tives such as the Janani Surak-
sha Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Matra Vandana Yojana, and vari-
ous skill development pro-
grammes have contributed to
improving women'’s health and
education. The Gender Inclusion
Fund launched under the
National Education Policy 2020
is an important step towards
ensuring equal opportunities in
education,” said Misra.

The authors also emphasise
the importance of gender-re-
sponsive budgeting to ensure
that government spending pro-
motes women's socio-economic
empowerment.



