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LU anthro dept marks 75 yrs with
new courses a and revlval of legacy

Anjanaya Singh | Tun

Lucknow: The department
of anthropology at Lucknow
University is marking 75 ve-
ars of academic excellence
by reconnecting with its rich
intellectual legacy while
charting a renewed, future-
oriented academic path.

Widely referred to as the
School of Anthropology, the
department earned this dis-
tinction for its pioneering ro-
le in shaping anthropology
as a comprehensive and in-
dependent discipline in In-
dia, while nurturing several
eminent scholars and lea-
ding personalities in the fi-
eld.

Anthropology was
taught along with economics
and sociology in the Arts
Block till 1951,

The origins of separate
LU's anthropology depart-
ment can be traced to the ar-
rival of DN Majumdar, who
initially came to the univer-
sity to teach a paper on pri-
mitive (tribal) economy, the-
reby promoting the cause of
anthropology in Northern
India. After returning to
London for research work,
Majumdar later came back
to India in search of an aca-
demic position and was once
again invited by Lucknow

Artefacts worth crores of rupees at anthropological museum

anthropologist and retired
LU professor Nadeem Has-
nain, said: “It was Majum-
dar’s unwavering commit-
ment to anthropolegy that
compelled the university to
recognise the discipline as
an  independent depart-
ment.”

Aspartof its diamond ju-
bilee celebrations, the de
partment has introduced
anthropotherapy as a new
optional stream with an inta-
ke of 30 students. Alongside,
a value-added course on
Anthropological Legacy and
the Indian Knowledge Sy-
stemn (IKS) has been laun-
ched tobridge classical anth-
ropological thought with
contemporary societal chal-

cultural anthropology, biolo-
gical and physical anthropo-
logy, and archaeological
anthropology

These core disciplines
were discontinued in 1861
due to faculty shortages and
are set to return from the
next academic session.

The department carries a
distinguished scholarly le-
gacy shaped by eminent
anthropologistssuchas Prof
DN Majumdar, Prof Gopal
Sharan, Prof KS Mathur,
Prof TN Madan, Prof SK
Khare, Prof DK Sen, Prof RP
Srivastava, Prof RK Jainand
Prof VN Mishra.

Focus on anthropological
museum

TIMES OF INDIA

LU researchers enhance

Maohita.Tewari
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: Tmagine enjoy-
ing a salod and getting a bo
oal of essential nutrients
like calcium, magnesium,
and fran fram the Tetiuee ii-
self, potentiolly reducing
the need Tor supplemants,
This may be a reality in the
coming year, thanks loa gro-
undbreaking development
by researchers at the Uni-
versity of Lucknow.

THE FUTURE OF FOOD

Tad by Professor Mao-

hammad lsrail Ansari from
the Depariment of Rotany, a
team has successfully har-
nessed nanotechnology (o
enhance lettuce cultivation,
promising more vitamins
and minerals in this every
day vegetable, This innova-
tive approach could revolu-
tionize how we consume and
benefit from lealy greens,
making healthy eating even  natural propecties as a sta-
more accessible and effecti-  biliser and bioactive agent,
Vi, known for its role in plant

The research, recently signalling and stress resis.
published in the prestigious  tance. The result is a signifi-
journal Bioeatalysis and eant boost in plant growth
Agricultural Biotechnolo- and metabolic activity, mar-
gv, introduces a pioneering King a sustainable shift in

method using gamma-ami-
nobutyric acid (GABMA) sta-
bilised gold nanoparticles,
This innovative approach
ned only enhanees yield bhat
also enriches the nutritio
nal eontent of leftuee, a sta-
ple in global cuisines.

“This eco-friendly tech-
nology leverages GABNs

agricultural practices,” &a-
id Prof Ansard,

He sald lettuee is a nutri-
tionally rich leafy vegetab
le, eelebrated for s dictary
fibre, calecium, wron, and vi
tamins A, K, and C. Tt is a
low-calorie, sodium-light fo
od, abundant in essential
minerals like potassium
and folate, making it a cor-
nerstone of healthy diets
worldwide. Beyond itsnutri-
tional benefits, lettuce also
offers therapeutic advanta-
ges, potentially protecting
against oxidative damage,
cancer, Alzheimer'sdisease,
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and diabetes,

“The study highlights
that seeds treated with GA-
RA-mediated gold nanapar-
ticles showed remarkable
improvemenis in germina-
tion. chlorophyll content,
and antioxidant enzyme ac-
tivity, Additionally, the up-
lake of crucial minerals
such ns calcium, magnesi-
um, amd iron was signifi.
cantly enhanced. resulting
in healthier and more resili-
ent plants,” hesald,

Prof Ansari emphasised
the potential of this green
nanolechnology as a sustal-
nable alternative to chemi-
cal fertilisers, “This innova-
tion could help farmers in-
crease (he yvield and quality
of lettuce and other crops,
paving the way for improved
food security and environ-
mental resilience,” he sta-
ted. He added that as the glo-
bal demand for sustainable
agricultural practices :
grows, this breakthrough @
offers a promising path for- :
ward, aligning with efforts :
to ensure food security whi- -
le minimising environmen- :
tal impact.
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Colon cancer: Research
discovers plant-based
compounds for treatment

Tmars Nows Nerwoas

Lucknow: A new rescarch
has foumd two nafaral com
pounds ina Himalayan plant
1l T A hee ot al of trea
ting colon cancer,

The jolil ressarch was
carried cul by LU's bofany
departmem assisiant profes.
sar MehaSaha, along with re
tired acientisd KR Arya from
Central Drug Besearch Insti

e (CTRD, Locknow, amd e

experts from Saveetha Medi
cal Colloge sml Tlospbis)
Chennal, and 86T Universi
iy Curagram

The team found twonatu

a1 compatitls in the plam
b-l-n wcoen  salienn, alo
kmovn as Swedel T, which
grows in the Himalayan re
gham al itarakhand. Thise
compounds can KUl colen
cancer oells without  har-
mibng healthy cells

The siuidy was putdished
inthe journal American Che
mikstry Sachety Omoga

“I'reviously, the plant was
stgillled mainly in Pakisian

and China. The research
alhows  ihe  polential  of
using natural compounds
fratm gilants to deselof saler
concer treatnsenis with fo
wier & ldailTocis than trad 1o
nal chemotherapy” sadd Ne
ha

e sadd the team used
vanesd compuier models bo
understand how these com
poumds wark sl the malecu:
lar Bevel, conflirming their
potential for effect v cancer
ircatments.

“The siudy alsa high-
lights the rich medicinal bio
diversiy of the Indiam Hima-
Inyns and suggests that local
plands coqibd B cultvabid for
maedbeal uep, boneliting both
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'I.hl.1wn saldihediscove
ry has significant wocietal
and healtheare bmplications
Calon cancer s amaong ihe
top flve most commmon can
eors im Pndis, andeurnen ine-

yas, encoaraging local culti
vadion and  sustainable
wie of indigenous plants
Such research coniributes
mot only 1o pablic health im
provemeni  bol Al o
rural livelihood, conserva
thon and the promotion of
Indin’s traditional medicinal
knewledge on a global plat-
form,” sasd Lucknow Univer
&ity spokesperson Mukul Sri-
vasLAvA
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