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{ MIN AGE FOR WOMEN'S MARRIAGE }

LU study brings focus on

need for changes

HT Correspondent

A bpan@iitiye oo

LUCKNOW: While women
empowenmend and schemes like
Mission Shakti are being pro-
moted not just by the govern-
ment but also by ndividuals at
their levels, a study conducted
under the leadership of Prof
Rakesh Kumar Singh and project
Fellow Pradeep Kumar Singh in
the Fxculty of law at Lucknow
University revealed that over
TE% women in the suate cndorse
changes in Uniform Civil Code
{UCC) for changes in legal mard-
tal age from 18 1o 21,

Az part of the study, at least
T9.6% unmarried women sup-
ported the need for changes in
the maritl age while 75.5% mar-
ried women also guve their mod
to the cause, which shows a sig-
nificant social dymamie.

“While unmarried women,
who have not yet Evoed direct
social and familial pressures of
murTiage, are responding based
an their aspirations — for educa-
tiom, career and persomal auton-
omy, married women's slighily

ProfRakesh Kunmar Singh
SOURCED

lower supgort may be a reflee-
tion of their understanding of the
practical difficultics in imple
meniting this change, even if they
agree with it in principle. This
dilference suggests that while
the younger gencratton & fully
prepared for chomge, the sucoess
of the law will depend on per-
sunding and supporting older,
marricd wonen and their fami-
lies. whe play a crucial role in
marriage-related decisions,” said
Singh.

The rescarch was conducted

i

n UCC

as par of Mission Shakti, which
elevates the rescarch from an
academic exercise 1o a pieoe o
policy-oriemted research with
clear state bocking. However, the
sty adso reveabed that the mat-
ter of concern is that approxi-
mately 22% of respondenis
clther oppose the change or are
unchecided.

“The main reason for opposi-
tion is the fear of social pressure,
physical safety and “honour™ of
unmarticd women and risk of
love marriages and elopenwent -
considered o bring “dishomour”
o the famiky. If the government
weanis the law o succeed. it must
take these fears seriously and
inviest in public salety. police
reforms and comprebensive
social campaigns to change the
patriarchal mindset. Currently,
there are minor varkations in the
age of marriage across different
personal laws. The proposed
lwwr, which would set the mar-
riage age for girlsat 2 across all
religions and communities, will
bring immediate uniformity toa
mafor area of civil life,” Singh
aclded.
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