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Priyanshi And
Veerna To

== Shine At Convo

Anjanaya Singh | TN

Lucknow: Proving that per-
severance can overcome all
odds, two students from
humble farmer families have
carved a place of honour in
theacademic world.

Veerna Tiwari from Sita-
pur and Priyanshi Yadav
from Lucknow not only ex-
celled in their studies but al-
so shouldered the responsi-
bility of funding their educa-
tion through giving tuition.

Their determination, di-
scipline, and self-belief have
made them gold medalists.
They will be awarded at
Lucknow University convo-
cation on Wednesday (Sept
10).

For Veerna , a student of
MA Medieval and Modern
History at Lucknow Univer-
sity, success has been the out-
come of relentless focus and
dedication. Winning four
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LU’s top 2 medal winners are
humble farmer’s daughters

IN TOPPERS’ GALLERY: Veerna Tiwari and Priyanshi Yadav

gold medals for securing the
highest marks, Veerna is the
daughter of Sitapur-based
farmer Rakesh Kumar Tiwa-
ri and homemaker Vineeta
Tiwari.

“Clearing the UPPSC is
not just my dream, but a way
to honour the struggles of
my parents and give back to
society,” said Veerna.

Equally inspiring is the
journey of Priyanshi Yaday,
a student of Divya Kripal
College, Hardoi, who will
walk away with six gold med-
als for achieving the highest
marks and percentage in
MSc Physics. Her success
mantralies in analyzing ans-
wers properly with special

attention to numericals and
diagrams, which helped her
consistently outperform.

Born to farmer Yugendra
Yadav and homemaker Ram
Darshini Yadav, Priyanshi
shouldered both academic
pressure and financial re-
sponsibilities.  Attending
classes in the morning, she
dedicated her afternoons
and evenings to teaching stu-
dents from classes 1 to 12.
Now, she works as a teacher
at SN Education Public Scho-
ol.

“ My dream of becoming
a Block Education Officer is
drivenby thedesiretostreng-
then education at the grass-
rootslevel,” said Priyanshi.

A cricketer, yoga expert to
get LU’s top sports medals

Lucknow: Known for his pull
andlofted shots, cricketer Ma-
nan Kandpal brought laurels
to Lucknow University as its
BPEd student.

Mohita.Tewari
@timesofindia.com

Suresh Mali, also from the
physical education depart-
ment, earned national recog-
nition in the field of yoga for
the university.

Both the ‘stars’ will be
awarded LU's highest medals
for excellence in sports du-
ring the university’s 68th con-
vocation ceremony on Wed-
nesday.

While Manan will get the
Raja Shanker Sahai of Mau-
rawan Gold Medal for being
the best academic sportsman
incollege, Suresh Mali will re-
ceive the Pirie Memorial Gold
Medal, which is given to the

Manan Kandpal Suresh Mali

student sportsman with the
best academic record in the
University Examination 2025.

“Isee it astheresultof all
thehard workIdid, whether it
was representing the univer-
sity at the International
Cricket Tournament T-20 Jay
Nepal Cup, in the All India
North Zone University Crick-
et Tournament (2025) with te-
am Lucknow University, or in
various other district and sta-
te-level cricket matches,” said
Manan, who is from Almora,
Uttarakhand.

Suresh Mali, said, “This
dream of winninga gold med-
al at the university level could
not have been fulfilled witho-
ut the support of my father,
Bhairu Lal Mali, and my mot-
her, Bhagwani Devi. I have be-
enthestatechampioninthe2l
to 25 age group men for the
last four years. I am proud
thatIwonasilver medal atthe
All India University Yogasa-
na Sports Championship 2024
and got selected for the Khelo
India University Games
2025.” He said, “I started my
sports career at my local Ma-
nikya Lal Verma Govern-
ment College, Bhilwara, Ra-
jasthan. During this time, I
prepared for gymnastics com-
petitions through self-practi-
ce at my local sports complex,
Sukhadia Stadium, and play-
ed at the All India Gymnas-
tics.”




