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Raj Bhawan

From BHU to LU and IIM (C), the business prof who also mastered the art of communication

invites CVs
for LUVC post

Times NEws NETWORK

Lucknow: UP governor’s of-
fice has invited applications
for the post of Lucknow Uni-
versity vice-chancellor follo-
wing the appointment of in-
cumbent VC Prof Alok Ku-
mar Rai as the director of the
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment, Calcutta.

Raj Bhavan has uploaded
a notice in this regard on its
official website. Only online
applications will be accepted
in the prescribed format avai-
lable on the website: www.up-
governor.gov.in on or before
Augll.

The notice declares that
the vice-chancellor will hold
officeforatermof threeyears
from the date of joiningorun-
til they attain the age of 68,
whichever isearlier. Only tho-
se who have not attained the
age of 65 years are eligible for
appointment to the said post.

The qualifiying criterion
mentioned in the notice is the
highest level of competence,
integrity, morals and institu-
tional commitment. The can-
didate should have sound ad-
ministrativeacumen, besides
being distinguished in the fi-
eld of education. The newly
appointed VC will take char-
ge only after the tenure of the
present VC is completed and
the advertised post becomes
vacant.

| ment.

14-yr-old LU arts college
“to get modern makeover

Ajay Kumar

Mohita.Tewari
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: Lucknow Univer-

sity’sarts college isundergo-
ing extensive renovation to

transform its century-old
. building into a modern edu-

cationalfacility.
The higher education de-

partment has sanctioned Rs

5.12 crore for the renovation
of thell4-year-old Arts Colle-
ge, which is also known as

LU’sfaculty of finearts.

The facelift exercise, un-
der which upgradation of
classrooms with smart tech-

. nology and modernising la-
. boratories will also be carri-

ed out, is being undertaken
almost after 20 years, said an
official.

The heritage structure’s
original architectural ele-

~ ments will be preserved

whilst improving basic ame-

| nities.

New furniture, better

lighting, and improved ven-
: tilation systems will enhan-

ce the learning environ-

The restoration work fo-
cuses on strengthening the

building's foundation and re-
. pairing the weathered sec-
: tion

“We have begun the pha-
se one renovation of the col-

. lege, in which we are repai-
. ringandrenovating the Prof
: Ranveer Singh Bisht Hostel,
. named after the renowned

artist and former principal
of the College of Art and
Craft,” said principal Ratan

Kumar.

The boys’ hostel has a ca-

N

LU’s arts college is undergoing extensive renovation

pacity of around 50 students.

“The department of fine
arts has existed since the in-
ception of the institute in
1911. Some of the best-known
educationists in the history
of our country, like Dinkar
Kaushik and Sudhir Ranjan
Khastgir, have contributed
to the department. This mo-
dernisation of the fine arts
department will attract ta-
lented artist-cum-students
from across the country,” he
added.

Throwing light on the le-
gacy of the arts college, Ku-

mar said that Lucknow Wash
School, which pioneered the
wash painting in Indian sty-
le isfamous worldwide.

One of the most signifi-
cant names to emerge from
here is Frank Weslee, who
depicted purely Western the-
mes in a unique Indian style
and was known worldwide.

BN Arya introduced con-
temporary style of wash pa-
inting. “All this was possible
as once we had great infrast-
ructure, mentors, and stu-
dents, and again we are wor-
kingon all three,” he added.

Rajeev Mullick
rajeev.mullick@htlive. com@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The appointment of
Lucknow University vice chan-
cellor Prof Alok Kumar Rai as
the director-designate of the
Indian Institute of Management
Calcutta despite having no first-
hand experience of how an IIM
waorks is viewed by his peers as
a first of its kind appointment
and a testament to his skill set.

IIM Ahmedabad director Prof
Bharat Bhasker said, “To the
best of my limited knowledge,
Prof Alok Kumar Rai is perhaps
the first from a state-run univer-
sity who has been appointed
director. There aren’t too many
examples.”

Rai, who hails from Varanasi
but has spent more than five-
and-a-half years at Lucknow
University, held a professorial
position at the Faculty of Man-
agement Studies, Banaras
Hindu University, in Varanasi.

He was appointed the 4lst
vice chancellor of University of
Lucknow in December 2019 and
given a second term in Decem-
ber 2022. He has concurrently
held additional charge as the
vice chancellor of several pres-
tigious institutions, including
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Universitv.

Prof Alok Kumar Ral  ALEPHOTO

Agra; Sampurnanand Sanskrit
Vishwavidyalaya, Varanasi;
Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti Lan-
guage University, Lucknow; and
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Techni-
cal University, Lucknow. The
list of his assignments indicates
that he enjoys the trust of the
powers that be. He has also held
several posts in various high-
level committees and panels.

“The management skills that
he possesses when it comes to
important meetings is some-
thing one could learn from
him,” said a colleague on
Wednesday, a day after Rai's
appointment as the IIM (C)
director was announced.

His confidence must have
impressed all on the interview
panel during the selection proc-
ess, another professor said.

With an academic career

BESIDES BEING THE
LUVC, PROF ALOK
KUMAR RAI HAS AN
ACADEMIC CAREER
SPANNING OVER 25
YEARS AT THE
POSTGRADUATE
AND DOCTORAL
LEVELS.

spanning over 25 years at the
postgraduate and doctoral lev-
els, Rai has to his credit, five
Intellectual Property Rights
{IPRs) in his research area. His
research specialisations encom-
pass customer relationship
management.

He knows how to get the best
out of everyone from his team,
said a colleague, adding, “The
job on hand matters most to
him." The Indian Institute of
Management Calcutta, which
Rai has been chosen to helm, is

the fifth ranked premier busi-
ness school among IIMs after
IIM Ahmedabad, [IM Bangalore,
IIM Kozhikode and IIM Delhi.
There are 21 IIMs in the country.
The Indian Institute of Manage-
ment Calcutta was founded in
1961. It was amone the first [IMs

to be set up.

Lucknow has given
directors to several lIMs
Apart from Rai, several other
IIM directors have a Lucknow
connection.

Prior to accepting the posi-
tion of IIM Ahmedabad director
Prof Bharat Bhasker served asa
professor of information tech-
nology and systems at [TM Luc-
know

He has served as IIM Raipur
director from March 2017 to
March 2022

Prof Debashis Chatterjee of
IIML was appointed director of
1M Kozhikode in June 2023, for
a third term of five years, Prof
Himanshu Rai of [IML is now
heading IIM Indore for a second
term of five years.

He was reappointed for a sec-
ond five-year term in 2023,
extending his tenure to Decem-
ber 31, 2028.

Professor Neeraj Dwivedi
from I[IM Lucknow was
appointed the new IIM
Kashipur director last week.

Prof Sameer Srivastava of
ITML has been appointed
director of IIM Amritsar.

Key amendment
Rai takes the helm at IIM Cal-
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RAJ BHAVAN ISSUES NOTICE FOR
APPOINTMENT OF LU VC

LUCKNOW: Raj Bhavan has issued a notice for the appointment
of the Lucknow University vice chancellor after the incumbent
Prof Alok Kumar Rai was appointed director of IM Calcutta.

An official letter said the tenure of the vice chancellor will be
for a period of three years from the date of assuming office or till
the age of 68 years is attained, whichever is earlier

Candidates interested in the post can submit their application
inthe prescribed format available on Raj Bhavan website
“www.upgovernor.gov.in® by August T online. HTC

cutta ata time when the central
government, through the IIM
(Amendment) Act, 2023, hasa
greater say in the appointment
of IM directors.

The Act, which came into
effect on August 11, 2023, desig-
nates the President of India as
the “visitor” for all IIMs, grant-
ing enhanced oversight, includ-
ing the requirement for prior
approval from the Visitor for
director appointments.

This move aligns the 1IMs
more closely with the govern-
ance structure of central univer-
sities. Rai's appointment is
among the first high-profile
selections since the amended
Act.

The recent directorial
appointments at IIMs under the
new framework include Profes-

sor Manoj Kumar Tiwari’s sec-
ond term as director of IIM
Mumbai in February 2025, Pro-
fessor Manmohan Prasad Gupta
from IIT Delhi as the new
director of IIM Lucknow in
April 2025, and professor
Neeraj Dwivedi from IIM Luc-
know as the new [IM Kashipur
director last week.

The Indian Institute of Man-
agement-Calcutta did not have a
regular full-term director for
nearly two years.

“The President in her capac-
ity as Visitor of IIM Calcutta, has
approved appointment of Alok
Kumar Rai, Vice Chancellor of
Lucknow University as the
Director of IIM Calcutta,” the
ministry of education said ina
letter to IIM Calcutta Board of
Governors.

Academic circles discuss
Rai's tenure as LU VC

Godhooli Sharma
godhooli sharma@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : After the news of
Prof Alok Kumar Rai's
appointment as the director
designate of IIM Calcutta
was received, the academic
circles here were abuzz with
discussion on his contribu-
tion to Lucknow University
asits vice chancellor.

The discussions centred
on rankings to implementa-
tion of New Education Pol-
icy (NEP) to infrastructural
and academic growth.

Pro Vice Chancellor Prof
Manuka Khanna said the
university did not have any
major national or interna-
tional rankings prior to Rai's
tenure, but it was after he
took charge that the univer-
sity achieved NIRF, ITRF and
QS rankings. Lucknow Uni-
versity also became the first
university to get a NAAC
A++ in the state. “In terms of
infrastructure, under his

leadership, the Vivekananda
Gate, Gaurav Sthal, Kautilya
Bhavan, and several audito-
riums have been con-
structed while Malviya Hall,
AP Sen Hall and Hari-
krishna Awasthiauditorium
have been renovated,”
Khanna said. Dean Academ-
ics Prof Geetanjali Mishra
said, “His leadership ena-
bled the university to
emerge as a centre for over-
all growth and positive
atmosphere.”

Professor emeritus and
professor of eminence Prof
Nishi Pandey said Rai joined
as the vice chancellor at a
crucial time during the
Covid pandemic and pushed
the old university to the 2lst
century university mode.

Lucknow University Ath-
letic Association (LUAA)
general secretary Prof Ajay
Kumar Arya said “The
sports infrastructure has
seen a boost during his ten-
ure.”




