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LU VC Prof Alok Rai to take over
as new director of

Mohita.Tewari
@timesofindia.com

Lucknow:Prof Alok Kumar
Rai, the vice-chancellor of
Lucknow University, will
takeoverasthenextdirector
of the prestigious Indian In-
stitute of Management-Cal-
cutta. His appointment has
been approved by President
Droupadi Murmu, who is
the visitor of the 64-year old
institute. He will replace the
present director in-charge
Saibal Chattopadhyay, who
assumed therole in Jan 2024.

While Rairefused to com-
ment about his appoint-
ment, reliable sources have
confirmed the development.
Notifying about Prof Rai’s
appointment through a let-

LU VC Prof Alok Kumar Rai

ter dated July 11 to Dr Shrik-
rishna G Kulkarni, the
chairperson of the Board of
Governors, IIM-C, the joint
secy of department of edu-
cation has said: “I have been
directed to convey that the
Hon'ble President of India,
in her capacity as the Visitor

M-Calcutta

of IIM-Calcutta, has ap-
proved the name of Prof @ :
Alok Kumar Rai, vice- @ :
chancellor, Lucknow Uni- @ :
versity, for appointment as :
director of IIM-Calcutta as : :
per Section 16(2) of the Indi-
an Institutes of Manage-
ment Act, 2017 (as amended
in 2023) and Rules framed :
thereunder." :
At present, Chattopad- -
hyay is the officiating direc-
tor of the highly ranked B- :
school following the depar-
ture of full-time director Sa-
hadeb Sarkar in Jan 2024.
The institute was undergo-
ing the process of appoint-
ing a new, permanent direc- -

ly VC in over 100 years of LU's
history to get two consecutive
full-time terms. He is a profes-
sor at the faculty of manage-
ment studies, Banaras Hindu
University, and holds 25 years
of teaching and research ex-
perience.

His term as the LU V-C
started in Dec 2019 had has
held additional charge as V-C
of Sampurnanand Sanskrit
Vishwavidyalaya, Varanasi,
Dr BR Ambedkar University,

tor for the past few months.

25 yrs of experience, P5

- LU VC has 25 yrs of teaching experience

»Continued fromP1

: lok Rai is credited with
: making LU an A++ ac-

credited university,
i awarded by the NAAC, for hel-
ping the varsity get Universi-
ty Grants Commission cate-
: gory 1, and for making LU the
¢ firstuniversity in the country
i to implement the National
i Education Policy at both the
: undergraduate and postgra-
! duatelevels. Also, heistheon-

Agra, Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti Language University,
and Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Technical University.

He is member of the gene-
ral council of NCERT from
2024 to 2027, UGC nominee,
national apprenticeship trai-
ning scheme, Board of App-
renticeship Training (Nort-
hern Region) from 2025 to
2028, Chancellor's Nominee,
University Council, Universi-
ty of Jammu from 2024 to 2027.
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Prof Alok Kumar Rai  SOURCED

LU VC APPOINTED
IM-C DIRECTOR

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Lucknow Univer-
sity vice-chancellor professor
Alok Kumar Rai has been
appointed as the director of
Indian Institute of Manage-

ment-Calcutta (IIM-C).
According to a letter issued
by the ministry of education,
following the approval by Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu in her
capacity as the visitor of IIM-C,
Rai has been appointed as its
director under Section 16 (2) of
the Indian Institutes of Man-
agement Act, 2017 (amended in
continuedon-8

two years now. Prior to his Luc-
know University assignment,
Ral served as a professor of
management at the Banaras
Hindu University. He also held
several posts in various high-
level committees and panels.

Under Rai's leadership, LU
became the first university in
UP to be accredited with an
A+ grade by NAAC. It was con-
ferred Category-1 status by the
UGC, and ranked among the
top 100 institutions in the
National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF), securing
the 32nd position among State
Public Universities. The univer-
sity also implemented the New
Education Policy (2020). Rai
led LU during the centennial
year and conducted the 100-
year celebrations.

LU emerged as a preferred
destination for international
students, hosting one of the
largest cohorts of international
learners among Indian univer-
sities until last year. The uni-
versity launched LUCODE
(Lucknow University Centre for
Online and Distance Educa-
tion) and developed its own
digital learning platform
SLATE under his leadership. It
was under his leadership that
new faculties like - Pharmacy,
Management and Agriculture
have been started in the univer-
sity and the planning for a third
campus has been sketched,

The V-C also contributed to
the infrastructural develop-
ment of the university, HT tried
contacting Rai over phone but
with no answer.

IIM-C HAS NOT HAD
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A REGULAR FULL-
TERM DIRECTOR
FOR NEARLY TWO
YEARS NOW



