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LU students decode [,U launches its first MOOC for
astrophotography — phLD scholars on research ethics

TinaEs MEws NETwORK
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Lucknow: A faint point of

light seen through a telesco-
pe can b turned into a sharp
photograph of a planet or

distant object through care- . :

ful camera settings, multiple
exposures and digital proces-
sing. students learnt during
a practical astrophotograp-
hy training held on Monday:

Seventeen  astronomy
students from Lucknow Uni-
versity took part in hands-on
sessjons at the university's
Astronomy Lab and Indira
CGandhi Planetarium, where
they photographed Moon
and Jupiter and processed
their own images,

Scientific officer Sumit
arivastava said the training
went beyond basic observa-
tion and focused on opera-
ting different telescopes and
mounts, connecting DSLE
cameras with T-ring adap-
ters and adjusting IS0, aper-
ture, exposure time and fo-
cus for night-sky imaging.

WINDOW TO THE UNIVERSE

A key method taught was
image stacking, in which se-
veral frames arecombined to
enhance detail and reduce
noise. LU student Utkarsh
said participants worked
with multiple frame types,
including light, dark, fat and
bias frames, to improve the
final output,

LU Prof Alka Mishrasaid
the practical sessions enab-
led participants to process
images captured during the
programme and produce -
nal astronomical photog
raphs, offering insight into
how amateur astronomers
create detailed pictures of
celestial objects,

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : In a first, Lucknow
University has developed its
own fully in-house Massive
Open Online Course (MOOC)
for Pre-PhD course work schol-
ars.

The 8-week, 16-module,
2-credit course, ‘Ethics First:
Excellence in Research and
Responsible Publishing,” will
focus on research integrity,
academic honesty, plagiarism
prevention, publication ethics,
and the responsible use of Al
tools in research.

The course will be available

in both Hindi and English.

Vice-chancellor prof JP
Saini said the course aims to
train researchers in the highest
ethical standards for data
collection, analysis and report-
ing.

“It will also familiarise
scholars with the authentic
process of publishing in
reputed global journals like
UGC-CARE, Scopus and Web of
Science.

In today’'s digital and
Al-driven era, maintaining
originality, purity and ethical
values alongside research qual-
ity is the biggest need.

This first fully developed

MOOC will connect young
researchers with values of aca-
demic integrity, quality and
responsibility from the initial
stage,” said Saini.

The university added that
this is a landmark step towards
expansion of digital education
and in line with NEP 2020.
“Teachers from various depart-
ments are also developing
quality MOOCs in their
subjects which will be
launched in  coming phases,
creating a rich series of
digital courses by subject
experts for campus and affili-
ated college students,” Saini
added.
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