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Tﬂﬁmqﬂmﬂqﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmgﬁﬁ With 4.5L visitors,

book festival clocks
T2.75-crore sales
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Lucknow: In an age when
sSCreens compete for every
spare minute, the city of Na-
wabs appears (o be turning
the page—Iliterally. The fifth
Gomtl Book Festival drew
around 4.5 lakh visitors and
recorded book sales worth
K= 2.75 crore during its nine-
day run at Lucknow Univer.
sity, offering a reminder that
the printad word continues
to find an avdience in the di-
gital age. Over 250 stalls fiea-
turing books Aactross genres
were set upat the festival, at-
tracting readers of all age
groups. The response was
higher than last year, when
the fourth edition recorded
an estimated footfall of aro-

und 3.5 lakh visitors.
National Book Trust offi-

clals said the sales reflected

diverse reading preferonces,
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‘Kaikeyi was catalyst
in Ram’s turning into
Maryada Purushﬂttam

with children's books, Hindi
literature, fiction, books on
India and nation-building.
self-helpand educational tit-
los drawing considerable in-

terest. The trust s stall alone
recorded zalesof Ra7.51akh.

“The footfall and sales
demonstrated that readers
remain keen to buy and read
books when a wide range of
titles is available under one

roof,” sald Santash, a Natio-
] Blasnok Traast olTicial.,

Among the titles that at-
tracted attention were Exam
Warriors, The Mother of De-
mocracy and Chandrayaan.
The festival also introduced
visitors to the Rashtriva e-
Pustakalayva, which offers

access to thousands of digi-
tal titles. The festival hosted

more than 75 literary, cultu-
ral and children’s program-
mves involving over 240 spea-
kers and artists.

ON 'I'HE SAHE PAGE: 'l.|'L1.||:|:|r-j. at the Eﬂmll Book Festival on Sunday
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Anjanaya Singh  Trn

Lucknow: What if the wo-
man who is remembered as
the cause of Lord Rama's ex-
ile was, in fact, one of the si-
lent architects of his great-
ness’”

In the familiar telling of
the Ramayana, queen Kaike-
vi is often portrayed as the
mother whose demand sent
Lord Rama into the forest.
Yet, beneath this tragedy 1i-
es A more profound rela-
tionship—one shaped by du-
ty, sacrifice, love and the tes-
ting of moral conscious-
ness,

Scholar and author Ra-
hees Singhoffered astriking
prrspictiveon Kaikeyi's pla-
ce in Rama's journey at the
Gomtl book festival on Sun-
clay

“If yvou reduce Lord Ra-
ma to an idol, a statue or a
framed pleture, vou would
not need Kaikevi. But if yvou
wish to see Lord Rama thro-
ugh the lens of pure compas-
sion, that Lord Rama cannot
b realised without stepping
o1t through the doorway of
mother RKaikevi™  saidd
Singh. He added that Kaike-
vi. remembered as a warrior
quecn with knowledge of
wiarfare and statecrall wias
not merely Lord Rama's
stepmother. She loved him
deeply. Her demand for his

ﬁ-nhular and authm Rahees
Singh at the Gomti book festival
on Sunday

exile can therefore be vie-
wedd in this interpretation,
el simply as an act of hosti-
lity but as a painfiil catalvst
for his transformation.

“The forest exposed Ra-
ma to lives far bevond palace
walls —toascetics, boatmen,
tribal communities and peo-
ple living at society's mar-
gins. His encounters with
Hewat and Shabarl decpe-
ned his understanding of
compass jon, dignity and ser-
vice," said Singh.

He said that Kaikeyi car-
ried the burden of condem-
nation. As Singh observed,
she endured “the world's
abuses for 14 years™ and even
the anguish of rejection by
her own family “Through
the doorway of Kalkeyil's sa-
crifee, Lol Rama entersd
the wilderness—and emer-
ged as "‘Maryvada Purushot-
tam',” said Singh.

HINDUSTAN

R BIS AR Uolieben
i A vt

Wﬂmmmm)m%@

&g TR & DRUNE B Tiierd W alapu fiel T 2

AMRIT VICHAR

siagel B TRoTe 2

ey : W, &=

AR, &84S o 3R
WD S IR IR TP

) HAt @ @ fotion v
2, [T g el sideal ol
OS5l &R | J9T e
& 3w &% % ofaar ot 3uzifirm
R Yarel 36d Wd &, dfes
1] B AT T TS
2 SUD e B AE WA - &
ST £ | 36! iaan 30- Il
W 0 99 B T T2,
8l fifsrd ST ) IR
Had fae 2 3R Siaa & fafi=
e+l & 37 i e 2 1 98 faar
au-S farafraea & afve
R ¥t uan fag A Avea
T ¢3¢ &R R MHd 4
iead & - o e 138
T wfdaEt 0 B -
S IHAREE D
TR GR difond ufvadl
Waifer o7 @ 9 139 TR UE
¥ 3, et 3R wedia siada
W $fed 70 sRan mEE 2 )

O TR

BRI B 3 3 BIZeT B AR Gl e o1 ol @ )

T8 & | T3S 1 Je7a fovafierers & fremieal, faerpt 3 el &

ST TR, FeIe i e 30 g @) g ¢l 2|



