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Anjanaya Singh | v

ment of journalism and mass

communication at Lucknow

University are making waves
online by building their own digital
brands ‘Lucknow Wale” and ‘Legend
Photographers’ all while pursuing their
academic degrees.

Vikas Kumar Singh, 21, hails from
Ballia and is the founder of ‘Lucknow
Wale', a content platform that captures
the pulse of Lucknow through stories
on city news, street life and local culture.
A BCom honours graduate and cur-
rently in the third semester of \1"'\:1 s
in journalism and mase comm

f_l_“\'u students from the depart-

TOI
These LU Students click online with digital brands

VINAY PRATAP SINGH

Vikas started the platform in Dec 2021.
In just the past month, ‘Lucknow Wale®
has generated 115.1 million impressions,
with a following of 92.8K on Instagram,
52.3K subscribers on YouTube and 19K
followers on Facebook.

VIKAS KUMAR S\NGH ]

“When I started “Lucknow WIIL in
Dec 2021, 1just wanted to show a different
sideof Lucknow, the street stories, local
issues and real people that often go un-
noticed. My motivation came from see-
ing how little representation small cities

al platforms. Social media
gave me a to amplify those un-
heard voie » reach we've managed
to build, especially on Instagram and
YouTube, still feels surreal. It is reward-
ing to know that our work is not only
being seen but also making people think
about their ity differently” said Vikas.

Vinay Pratap Singh. 30, from Rae-
bareli, is behind ‘Legend Photogra-
phers’, a visual tribute to iconic global
photographers such as Steve McCurry,
Ansel Adams, Sebastiao Salgado, Masha
Ivashintsova and Dorothea Lange.
Launched in Oct 2022, the platform cu-
rates legendary photographic work and
draws in a niche but growing audience
of photography enthusiasts. His You-

get on nati

Tube channel now has 25.7K subscrib-
ers. He is also currently pursuing third
semnester of Masters in journalism and
mass communication

“Legend Photographers began out
of purcadmiration for the great photog-
raphers whose work shaped how the
world sees reality. [ wanted to create a
space where young photographers could
learn from legendslike Dorothea Lange
or Steve McCurry:. Social media, espe-
cially YouTube, has been a game-chang-
er: It helps connect a global audience
with timeless visual storytelling. I feel
proud thata project born outof passion
is now educating and inspiring thou-
sands. It's proof that thoughtful content
still has a place online,” said Vinay:




